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tions have often a disturbed, if not a stormy, youth. The Duma will revive in one form or another. We can say with all sincerity : "La Duma est morte, vive la Duma." (July 23, 1906.)
It was not foreseen in those days that the proletarian masters of Russia would have even less use for Dumas than the Tsar, and the speech was received with immense enthusiasm by the parliamentary audience. The next day, when the Russian Ambassador expressed his fear that it might be misunderstood by his Imperial master, Campbell-Bannerman reassured him by pointing out that he had said no more than the Tsar himself had said, for he too had expressed the hope that the Duma might reassemble at some more convenient season. He had, nevertheless, between the lines of his speech contrived to say a good deal that that potentate certainly would not have said.
The British-Russian Convention
The Radical objectors were reassured, and being convinced that dislike of the constitution of a foreign country should not be a bar to political relations which were desirable on their merits, the Government proceeded with negotiations for an Anglo-Russian Convention on approximately the same lines as the Anglo-French Entente. This was concluded in August of the following year after a prolonged exchange of views in which Mr. John Morley, as Secretary for India, played' an important part. In the main it delimited die Russian and British spheres of interest in Persia and Central Asia, giving the north to Russia and the south to Great Britain. Some critics objected that since the north was by far the richer territory, Russia had got the best of the bargain ; but in the view of the Government this was more than outweighed by the strategic and military importance of the free hand secured to them in the south. This finally extinguished the fear of a Russian invasion of India, which for fifty years and more had weighed on the British people, and relieved the Government of India of the necessity of keeping watch against Russian intriguers in Afghanistan and elsewhere on the Indian frontier. It had been a point much debated whether Russia would actually have ventured the daring and difficult risk of invading India across the great ftatural barrier of

